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Many, if not all, believersin Christ are aware that as we progress
through the Bible, so God reveals more of His plan and purpose
for mankind. We may turn to Genesis for teaching on creation,
but we are not likely to offer God burnt offerings like Abel, Noah
and othersdid.

We may admire the faith of Abraham who believed that
even in his old age God would grant him a child, but we know
that we have to believe something different if the same
righteousness is to be imputed to us. We may read of the ritual
of circumcision, but we are unlikely to have our boy babies
circumcised as a religious rite, even if we may do so for medical
reasons.

From Exodus we may see the sense of having a day of
rest once a week and on that day worshipping God, but we
probably don't do so on the seventh day and we are not likely to
stone to death anyone picking up sticks on a Saturday
afternoon.

Progressiverevelation

In Genesis 3 we read of the Seed of the woman Who isto bruise
the Serpent's head. Later we learn that that Seed isto come from
the descendants of Abraham. Later, He is to come from the line
of David. Even later that He isto be born in Bethlehem, and even
later still, that Heisto be called Jesus.

Thus one of the important principles in understanding
the Bible is to appreciate that revelation is progressive. That
means that we should not expect to find in earlier Scripture
something that is revedled later. We do not find Noah
circumcising his sons, as God did not reveal circumcision until
afterwards, in the time of Abraham. And we do not find
Abraham keeping the Sabbath day, as God did not reveal the
Sabbath (to Moses) until after the exodus from Egypt.

We will never understand Genesis properly if we insist
on reading into it the Law of Moses, a Law which was not
revealed by God until 400 years or more after the end of Genesis.
This may be obvious, yet many of us are tempted to do such
things when we come to the New Testament. We read the
revelation that the risen, ascended, glorified Saviour gave to His
apostles, in the epistles, back into the Gospels. In this way we
can distort and misunderstand the teachings and actions of our
Lord Jesus Christ when He was on earth.

Similarly we can read the revelation Christ gave to the
Apostle Paul contained in his later letters, back into his earlier
ones. Or, even worse, perhaps, we can read that revelation back
into the letters of Peter, James and John - or back even further
into the Gospels. In doing this we can only cloud our
understanding of just what the Lord Jesus Christ was doing
when on earth, and just what Peter, James and John were
teaching during the time covered by the Acts of the Apostles.

Over the page are some examples of some of the
teachings which change as we progress through the New
Testament. However, before turning to them, we need to
consider one other important feature of God's revelation to
mankind.

Another variable

It has been said that the most important variable in God's dealing
with mankind is time; that is, revelation is progressive, and as
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such, it seems eminently sensible that we give greater emphasis
and weight to the later parts of Scripture, rather than the earlier.
Many Christians do this in part, giving greater emphasis to the
New Testament than to the Old Testament. However, do we take
thistoitslogical conclusion?

We believe very much that "All Scripture is God-
breathed" and we believe that all Scripture "is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so
that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good
work" (2 Timothy 3:16-17). However, we also believe that we
should give greater emphasis to the Epistles, more than we give
to the Gospels. The Gospels tell us about Christ when He was
on earth. Theletterstell us about Him when Heisin heaven. The
Gospels contain the words of Christ when He was on earth. The
letters contain His revelation to mankind after He had been
crucified, raised and ascended into heaven. And do we give
greater weight to Paul's later letters, over and against his earlier
ones? That is a most interesting question and one which few
consider.

The sense in doing this is seen when we consider
another important variable in God's dealing with mankind,
namely the people themselves. In the opening chapters of
Genesis there seems to be no difference in God's dealings with
different people. However, the words of Genesis 12:1-3 herald a
change; the descendants of Abraham are to be treated
differently. They may have greater blessing, but they are also to
have greater responsibilities.

Those who descended from Abraham, |saac and Jacob
became the people of Israel, eventually known as Jews. Those
from other nations are called Gentiles Thus when reading the
Bible we need to distinguish what God says of Jewsfrom what
He says of Gentiles. Sometimes it may be the same; sometimes it
is different.

When we read through the Old Testament, the people
of Israel, the Jews, dominate the scene. There is a plan and a
purpose which God has for Gentiles, but it is secondary to the
one He was working out with the Jews. However, thisis still the
case when we come to the Gospels, much to the surprise of
many Christians.

And to the surprise of even many more, thisis still the
case when we come to the Acts of the Apostles and the letters
written during that time. The people of Israel, the Jews, till
occupied first place in God's dealings with mankind - and we
shall see this over the page.

It isn't until we come to the later letters of Paul that we
see areturn to the situation that existed in the opening chapters
of Genesis, namely that all people of all nations are treated the
same by God. There is no longer one plan for the Jews, and
another for the Gentiles. There is no longer one Law for the
Jews, and another for Gentiles. Everything has come full circle.
The special plan and purpose that He had for Israel ceased at
the end of Acts. Now individual Jews and individual Gentilesare
dike.

All have sinned and come short of the glory of God;
both Jews and Gentiles. None are righteous; neither Jews nor
Gentiles. All need to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as their
Saviour to have forgiveness, gain righteousness, and have the
gift of eterna life.



Gospe Period Books

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John

Gogpd Period
Almost exclusively Jewish

Abraham - 34 references

Moses - 43 references

Mosac Law for Jews, including Christ

Mosac food Law for Jews

Circumcision for Jews

Sabbath for Jews

Old & New Covenants

Chrigt’s second coming could follow
soon after Hisfirst

Instant & complete heding for Jews and
an ‘odd’ Gertile

No tongues

Many ‘definitive’ prayers; i.e. ‘will’
recave

One baptism in water by men

Leaders appointed by Christ

Evil spirits — 9 references

Demon possession — 32 references
Demons — 37 references
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ActsPeriod  Books
Hebrews Galatians
James 1 & 2 Thessalonians
1,2 Peter 1 & 2 Corinthians
1,2,3 John Romans
Jude Acts
Revelation
Acts Period

Jews till dominant, in first place
Abraham — 40 references

Moses — 54 references

Mosaic Law for Jews, Chrigtian and non-
Chrigtian; no Mosaic Law for Gentiles

Mosaic food law for Jews, Chrigtian and
non-Chrigtian; certain food regulations for
Gentiles (Acts 15:20)

Circumcision for Jews, Christian and
non-Chridian; no circumcision for
Gentile Chrigtians

Sabbath for Jews; Chrigtian and non-
Chrigtian; No Sabbath for Gentile
Chrigtians

Old & New Covenants

Christ’s second coming could be soon

Instant & complete hedling for Jews and a
few Gentiles

Speaking in tongues asa ‘sign’ to lsradl
of unbelief (1 Corinthians 14:22)

Jewish letters: many ‘definitive’ prayers.
Paul’s letters: many ‘ petitionary” prayers,
i.e ‘may’ receive

Two baptisms:

(@ in water by men

(b) in Spirit by Christ

Water baptism necessary for Jewish
Chrigtians to receive Spirit. Water
baptism not needed for Gentiles to receive
the Spirit.

Leaders appointed by the Holy Spirit
(Acts 20:28)

Evil spirits —5 references

Demon possession — 1 reference
Demons— 9 references

Post Acts Period Books
Ephesians

Colossians

Philemon

Philippians

Titus

1,2 Timothy

Post Acts Period
Jewish & Gentile Chrigtians equal
Abraham — O references

Moses 1 reference (2 Tim. 3:8)

No Mosaic Law for Jews and Gentiles

No food laws or regulations for either Jew
or Gentiles

No circumcision for Jewish Chrigtians;
No circumcison for Gentile Christians

No Sabbath for Jewish Chrigtians; no
Sabbath for Gentile Chritians

No covenants

Chrigt's second coming no longer
imminent

No instant & complete healing ministry
for dther Jew or Gertile

No tongues

Most prayers ‘ petitionary’; i.e. ‘may’
receve

One baptism in Spirit by Christ.

Christians receive the Spirit upon
believing the gospel of salvation.

Water baptism not necessary.

Leaders appointed by men (1 Timothy 3;
Titus 1:5-9)

Evil spirits — O references

Demon possession — O references
Demons — 1 reference; 1 Timothy 4:1-3
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Approaching theBible (3,4,5)
God's Grand Design
Israd in the New Testament
The Miracles of the Apostles
(2; Appendix 1)

Think on These Things
(3; Appendix 1)

Paul’s Three Ministries
40 Problem Passages (6,16,23)
The Dividing Line - Acts 28

The Dividing Line - Acts 28
Approaching the Bible (12)
40 Problem Passages (30)

Approaching theBible (11)
Saturday, Sunday and the Sabbath

40 Problem Passages (4)
Think on These Things (4)

Approaching theBible (18)
Signs of the Second Coming
40 Problem Passages(12)

Approaching theBible (14)
Miracles of the Apostles (11)
Think on These Things (3

Miracles of the Apostles (10)
Think on These Things (3)

40 Problem Passages (34)
Unanswered Prayer
The Place of Prayer in an Age of Grace

TheDividing Line - Acts 28
Baptism - Rite and Reality
The Miracles of the Apostles
(8; Appendix 2)
40 Problem Passages(15,17,27)
The Work of the Spirit in an Age of
Grace

Christian Leadership
40 Problem Passages (39)

Miracles of the Apostles (17)
Think on These Things (3)



