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Thanksgiving 
Excerpt from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thanksgiving 
(This definition by Wikipedia shows how far we have come separating the Thanksgiving holiday from 
God) 

Thanksgiving Day is a harvest festival celebrated primarily 
in the United States and Canada. Thanksgiving was a holiday 
to express thankfulness, gratitude, and appreciation to God, 
family and friends for which all have been blessed of 
material possessions and relationships. Traditionally, it has 
been a time to give thanks for a bountiful harvest. This 
holiday has since moved away from its religious roots.  

In the United States, Thanksgiving Day falls on the fourth 
Thursday of November. In Canada it is celebrated on the second Monday in October. 

The precise historical origin of the holiday is disputed. Although Americans commonly believe 
that the first Thanksgiving happened in 1621, at Plymouth Plantation, in Massachusetts, there is 
strong evidence for earlier celebrations in Canada (1578) and by Spanish explorers in Florida 
(1565). 

Thanksgiving Day is also celebrated in Leiden, in the Netherlands. A different holiday which 
uses the same name is celebrated at a similar time of year in the island of Grenada. 

Fixing the date of the holiday 
Currently, in the United States Thanksgiving is celebrated on the fourth Thursday of November, 
and in Canada it is celebrated on the second Monday of October . 

Thanksgiving in the United States was observed on various different dates throughout history. 
By the mid 20th century, the final Thursday in November had become the customary day of 
Thanksgiving in most U.S. states. It was not until December 26, 1941 however that President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, after pushing two years earlier to move the date earlier to give the country 
an economic boost, signed a bill into law, with congress, making Thanksgiving a national 
holiday and settling it to the fourth (but not final) Thursday in November.  

Thanksgiving in Canada did not have a fixed date until the late 19th century, at which time it was 
typically held on November 6. After the end of World War I, Thanksgiving Day and 
Remembrance Day ceremonies were usually held during the same week. To avoid the two 
holidays from clashing with one another, in 1957 the Canadian Parliament proclaimed 
Thanksgiving to be observed on its present date.  
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